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Or Who's third incarnation on Pertwiee) surrounded by four of his most deadly foes! 













The Doctor (Jon Pertwee) with the Doctor's "other self" (Patrick Troughton) in a scene from the 
final episode of the 1973 adventure "The Three Doctors". 






Journey back through time to meet 
this month's Star Profile, my third 
incarnation, a rather well dressed 
gentleman whose brave battle to save 
Earth from 'The Ambassadors of 
Death'' will be retold in a UNIT 
Special Report this issue! 

It's non-stop comic action month 
with the last gripping instalment of 
my adventure in 16th century China, 
and while the ancient Chinese offer 
Sharon and myself endless difficulties, 
the crew of the Kill-Wagon continue 
their adventures under the dubious 
leadership of Abslom Daak. 

Oh, I nearly forgot, have you been 
watching my great new TV series? 

If not and you've been unfortunate 
to miss the opening of 'The Leisure 
Hive", we have a wonderful photo- 
feature that ought to see you through 
until the next episode! 

Have fun, 
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— the unreasonable fear 
of those whose faces, forms and 
customs are different to our own. 
A terrifying and mysterious disease of 
the mind that can paralyse a victim 
with fear, shock the brain into near 
insanity ... or drive a man. to kill .. . 

General Carrington, head of the 
Space Security Department, was a 
Xenophobe — although no-one at the 
time knew it. He kept his fear of alien 
life forms secret. After alf, it would 
hardly do for a former astronaut and 
senior military leader to admit to 
wanting to destroy the very alien be¬ 
ings which the Mars Probe Project so 
desperately sought. Then again, at the 
time of his selection for the Mars 
Probe 6 mission, no such mental 
erosion existed . . . The disease had 
been the result of an accident that 


occurred on the Red Planet — a disease 
that triggered off a series of events 
which came perilously close to plung¬ 
ing Earth into its first inter-planetary 
war! 

It was from England, at the site of 
the former British Rocket Group, that 
Man's first attempts to land on Mars 
were controlled and monitored. From 
the military cream of every European 
nation contributing to the programme, 
Carrington was chosen to captain the 
two-man crew that blasted off in a 
Mars-Probe for the start of its seven 
month voyage to Mars. Press, film and 
television coverage was worldwide — 
space was no longer the sole domain 
of Russia and America, it was the 
final frontier open to all Mankind with 
hopes never higher that one day Man 
might find that he was not alone in the 


universe. With bated breath, humanity 
observed the landing of the capsule on 
Martian soil. Eagerly the first telecasts 
from Mars were awaited but none 
came. . . Space Control was informed 
that out on the surface of Mars some¬ 
thing had gone terribly wrong! 

Space Control knew only one thing 
— that Carrington's co-astronaut had 
died, but Carrington himself would 
givj no details until the capsule had 
safely touched down back on Earth. 
There had been a terrible accident, he 
later reported to Sir James Quinlan, 
the Minister for Technology and Space 
Research, an accident caused by Man's 
first encounters with beings from 
another world! 

Although vaguely humanoid, the 
creatures were unlike anything 
quite ressembling man! These 


A Top Priority briefing 
on a deadly plot that 
came perilously close to 
plunging Earth into its 
first inter-planetary war! 



















strange beings lived on radiation, 
absorbing and emitting radioactivity at 
over two million rads! It was the 
radiation that had killed Carrington's 
co-astronaut — they were not aware 
that their touch could kill humans. 
The aliens proclaimed themselves 
be friendly and eager to establish 
peaceful contact with Earth. Man had 
now progressed to a sufficient level of 
technology for intelligent contact 
be made. It would be Carrington's role 
to pave the way for the Martian 
Ambassadors to come to the planet 
Earth! 

The young officer agreed but as Mars 
Probe 6 blasted off on its long home¬ 
ward journey, Carrington's mind began 
hatching a plan of terrible evil. The 
death of his friend, plus the traumatic 
effects of being surrounded by creat¬ 
ures almost too revolting to contem¬ 
plate, had jolted the astronaut's brain 
into an intense fear for the Martians. 
There would be no peaceful contact 
between Earth and Mars . . . Carring¬ 
ton was already hatching a plot to 
ensure that Humanity would never be 
polluted by contact with so vile a form 
of life! 

Naturally this last part was kept- 
secret from Sir James Quinlan. At this 
point in time Carrington was only 
interested in using the Ministry's 
resources to provide a means for the 
Ambassadors to arrive on Earth. Here 
Carrington was successful. "If the 
Ambassadors are coming to Earth," 
the Minister announced, " then it will 
be to Britain's advantage. For now the 
rest of the world will be kept in the 
dark." 

I Promoted to the rank of General 

and put at the head of the newly 
formed Space Security Department, 
Carrington was charged with making 
the secret arrangements for the 
Ambassadors' arrival. 

It had been agreed that, to avoid 
public panic, the aliens would not use 
their own spacecraft. Rather, they 
would wait until Mars Probe 7 landed, 
exchange the astronauts for the three 
chosen Ambassadors and travel to 
Earth in the capsule. 

The plan was meticulously executed. 
Even as Space Control announced the 
successful launch of Mars Probe 7, 
Quinlan and Carrington were prepar¬ 
ing. A team of specialists was recruit¬ 
ed in secret and told of the coming of 
the Ambassadors, special equipment 
would be needed and above all else, a 
hidden location would have to be read¬ 


ied to house Man's first alien visitors. 
Carrington undertook these arrange¬ 
ments personally. 

Unaware of Carrington's true 
motives. Sir James played his part to 
perfection. He supplied all necessary 
equipment — vehicles,space commun¬ 
ications equipment, armaments, and 
a detachment of soldiers. Security was 
absolute. Space Control Director 
Cornish was not told, and neither 
was Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart, of 
UNIT'S British division. The Martians 
would meet a purely private audience 
— at least, to begin with . . . 

On Mars, the alien Ambassadors 
played out their part in the drama. 


When Mars Probe 7 landed, Michaels 
and Lefee were placed in hypnotic 
trances and retained aboard the alien 
mother-ship. The three Ambassadors 
boarded the capsule and lifted off in 
total radio silence. This too was part 
of the plan. One further astronaut was 
now needed because three Ambassa¬ 
dors would disembark on touchdown. 
Sure enough, when no radio signals 
were recieved from the space-ship, 
astronaut Charles Van Lyden was 
sent to investigate. The two vessels 
docked in space, where Van Lyden 
was seized by the Ambassadors. The 
only transmission to reach Earth was a 
deafening electronic howl ... the sig- 















nal to begin the next phase . .. 

No-one at Space Control understood 
the curious sound, but to the secret 
listeners at a warehouse in London, 
the message was clear. The aliens were 
sending both a request to confirm 
their expectance, and the data need¬ 
ed to build a machine which would 
enable the two races to communicate. 

The "go" reply was sent. 

Only one other knew of the secret 
transmission . . .UNIT'S scientific 
advisor, code name, the Doctor! 

Badly in need of a diversion to 
occupy his mind away from his exile 


the Doctor had plunged himself into 
the case of the silent space capsules 
with a vengeance, and the more he 
investigated the mystery, the more 
it became apparent that a lot of in¬ 
formation was being covered up. With 
the Brigadier and Liz Shaw to help 
him, the Doctor set out, determined 
to uncover the truth! 

Obviously, the first step was to 
interview the astronauts. The capsule 
touched down but Quinlan's team re¬ 
moved the astronauts before UNIT 
could arrive on the scene. The Doctor 


demanded to see General Carrington 
but the officer's vague explanation 
about radiation poisoning left the 
Doctor unconvinced, He demanded 
to see the astronauts themselves! 

Carrington was forced to show his 
hand. Kidnapping the Ambassadors 
from the care of Quinlan's scientists 
they were taken to a secret hideout. 
Quinlan's usefulness in this grand 
scheme of terror was now drawing to 
a close . . . 

Via the transmitter, Carrington in¬ 
formed the Ambassadors that if they 
did not obey his instructions, their 
supply of radioactive isotopes would 
be cut off. The bewildered aliens had 
no choice. Under instructions they 
attacked Space Control and with their 
deadly radioactive touch killed Quin¬ 
lan. To the outside world it looked all 
too clearly as if the aliens' purpose in 
coming to Earth was a combination of 
destruction and conquest! 

Carrington had succeeded — he 
accused the Ambassadors of murder 
and said that they were out to pillage 
Mankind of his radioactive material. 

With his plan near to completion, 
Carrington placed the Space Centre 
under martial law and proposed the 
use of the worldwide telecast system 
installed there to broadcast a picture 
of an Ambassador without his space 
helmet. This, plus news of the many 
deaths and injuries, would convince 
the peoples of the world to attack and 
destroy these alien visitors. "They will 
be driven off," he announced to the 
captive Brigadier,"my moral duty to 
the world will have been achieved." 

Tension rose even as the Doctor 
sped to Space Control to avert disast¬ 
er. Having heard no word from their 
Ambassadors, the Martians demanded 
their immediate return. If their request 
was not granted they would complete¬ 
ly annihilate Earth! 

In the end it was the alien Ambassa¬ 
dors themselves who halted the fateful 
telecast — aided, of course, by the 
Doctor. 

With Carrington under arrest, the 
Doctor brooded on Man's strange set 
of values that permit him to contem¬ 
plate murder, prejudice and hate under 
the guise of moral duty. Tired of the 
company of humans for a while, the 
Doctor left them to make arrange¬ 
ments for the exchange of astronauts. 
His place was elsewhere — repairing 
the TARDIS that would one day give 
him back his access to the whole 
universe! 
















WHEN IT COMES TO A GREAT FINISH THESE NEW 
l/24th SCALE KITS FROM AIRFIX REALLY ARE 
FIRST PAST THE CHEQUERED FLAG. 

THEY'RE SUPERBLY DETAILED, AND MOULDED IN 
TWO COLOUR PLASTIC. THE RUBBER- LIKE TYRES 
CAN BE DIRECTED JUST LIKE THE REAL THING,' 
AND BOTH CARS COME KITTED OUT WITH 
AUTHENTIC SETS OF RACE DECALS. 

SO EVEN AT THE STARTING GRID THE 
LANCIA STRATOS AND TRIUMPH TRY 
ARE WINNERS. 

THEY'RE IN YOUR SHOPS NOW. 

LOOK OUT FOR MORE 
TOP GEAR RALLY KITS 
FROM AIRFIX 
COMING SOON. 











-Ipertwee 


J on Pertwee occupies a 
unique position in the 
field of show-business. 
Aside from his enormous versa¬ 
tility as an actor he has an 
uncanny ability to make a 
towering success out of anything 
he cares to involve himself in. 
For many years he was compul¬ 
sive listening to radio fans of The 
Waterlogged Spa and The Navy 
Lark. He then supplied many 
characters for the Carry On films 
and his most recent endeavour as 
cantakerous scarecrow, 
Worzel Gummidge, has already 
netted two highly rated tele¬ 
vision seasons and a film 
currently in production! 

With this vast history of comic 
acting it would seem, on the sur¬ 
face, an odd departure for Jon 
Pertwee to play the role of Dr 
Who, but whenever he is con¬ 
fronted by this Jon always points 
the many eccentricities 
common to the Doctor and 
himself. "I used to leave the 
Doctor in the studio" commen¬ 
ted Jon to Stuart Money — his 
fan club president - "but the 
Doctor was me. He was an exten¬ 
sion of myself, a complete exten¬ 
sion." Justifying his argument, 
Jon would point to the many 
gadgets the third Doctor resorted 
to during his five years on screen. 
Many of them: fast cars, motor 
bikes, speed boats and the like 
were all things with which Jon 
surrounds himself in his private 
life. By self confession he is 
gadget-mad and loves anything 
/ and extraordinary in the 
mechanical field. 

During the five year period he 
worked as the Doctor, Jon found 
willing supporter for his gadget 


addiction in the person of 
Producer Barry Letts. Barry 
would often scour boat shows 
and motor exhibitions looking 
for new methods of fast travel 
that could somehow be incor¬ 
porated into the Dr Who series. 

Jon ruefully remembers all the 
equipment used during the chase 
sequence in episode two of 
"Planet of the Spiders". For this 
"final fling" Barry dug up speed 
boats, autogyros and hovercrafts 
to spice up the Doctor's pursuit 
of Lupton through the English 
countryside, and Jon Pertwee got 
to drive most of his exotic hard¬ 
ware himself. "I almost wish 
they hadn't/'confessed Jon to an 
audience of fans in 1978, 
"because I ended up buying most 
of it!" 

Another element of Jon's 
portrayal of the Doctor was his 
love of flamboyant and extrovert 
clothes. Again, as Jon insisted, 
these were further reflections of 
himself. Long before he first 
appeared in the programme, Jon 
was asked to do a photo-call tor 
the press for which he would be 
required in costume. "So," said 
Jon, "I found my grandfather's 
old Inverness cape, a smoking 
jacket I possessed and, a frilly 
shirt." The image stuck and to 
this day Jon is still remembered 
as the best dressed of all the four' 
Doctors. 

Memories of his five years in 
Dr Who are very close to Jon 
Pertwee and in particular he 
recalled the days when Roger 
Delgado appeared in the series as 
The Master before his tragic 
death in a car crash. "Roger was 
one of the most gentle people 
I've ever known" he said. "He 
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Doctor (Jon Pertwee) and Sarah Jane Smith (Elizabeth Sladen) ■ 
"The Planet of the Spiders". 


Aboard the Whomobile! 


had a tremendous temper 
but would always point it at 
himself during rehearsals, going 
absolutely berserk if he couldn't 
get anything right, but always 
with himself." Thinking back to 
"The Mind of EviT'story, John 
remembered a scene where the 
Master pulled a gun on the 
Doctor, to which the Doctor 
replied by shoving a table over in 
front of him. Unfortunately a 
vase of flowers in water spilled 


all over the painted floor turning 
into a surface reminiscent of an 
ice rink. Neither of the two 
actors could stand up properly 
and skidded and scrambled 
terribly as they sought to main¬ 
tain their balance during the all- 
important fight scene! 

Ever eager to promote the 
series off stage as well as on, Jon 
saw the programme's steady rise 
in the ratings plus all the many 
spin-offs that emerged between 


1970 and 1974. Target Books 
commenced in May 1973 and the 
Blackpool and Longleat exhibi¬ 
tions opened their doors to the 
public the following year. 
Products from Holiday Specials 
to breakfast cereals bore his face, 
and even Dr Who road safety 
commercials were produced to 
teach children the correct way to 
cross a road! Jon Pertwee's 
stamp on Dr Who can never be 
forgotten. 
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HOTLINE QUIZ... 


Calling all UNIT Force fighters! 
Have you been properly briefed? 
Here's your chance to find out in 
our brain teasing Hotline quiz! 

1. The Cybermen are one of the 
rare alien races to keep robotic 
pets. What are these small 
deadly creatures called? 

2. Why did the Doctor recently 
travel to Brighton? 

3. From which nearby planet 


did the Ambassadors of Death 
originate? 

4.It only takes one simple phrase 
to turn the Shaolin monks into 
ruthless killers. What is it? 

5.Carrington, Head of the Space 
Security Department suffered 
from a disease that drove him to 
kill. What was it? 

Biqoqdouax 

g jo weaq a sen eqppng azuojq 

agj.,/fr 'sjbiai £ 'U0!|!AB d uojqBug aq» jo 
Bumado aqi JOj e 'sjeuJJeqAo'i :SU3MSNV 


Attention all UNIT undercover 
agents! Here are this week's 
coded messages hot from HQ! 

SECURITY CODE 
GREEN 

LARHEWA GE EOM ZAL 
OZKAMHEFAM WICIVUZA. 

LA WOXG IRR HEZGUZOA GE 
PUCTG GTA IRUAZ GTMAIG 
NEOM KOGN UX GE NEOM 
DRIZAG. 

SECURITY CODE 
RED 

PRPRNSRITU! MM I YD 
TMIVRNTLORN IGSRID 
T6747 IXGA RNRWLNDR 1 / BG 
IVGCRZ CA YSXD YIS NY I 
RILNDX OCLIVLI. IZRRW OG 
JTLIADGID AOYSYCGITR SYI 
AULMN AARTDLN. 



KNOW YOUR ENEMY 


SUBJECT: The Mandrels 
PLANET OF ORIGIN: Eden 
WEAPONRY: Large, hooked claws 

HISTORY: An investigation into a 
terrible drug.Vraxion, commonly 
known as "Zip" to those unfor¬ 
tunate enough to fall under its 
deadly effects, brought to UNIT'S 
attention an alien race known as 
the Mandrels. 

Large and savage, the Mandrels are 
creatures formed directly out of 
their planet's primordial mud. They 

tively hunt to kill. Yet, for all their 
grisly ulginess, the Mandrels came 


to play an integral part in a sophis¬ 
ticated drug trafficking circle. When 
a Mandrel dies it rapidly loses all 
moisture until nothing is left except 
a heap of fine powder. UNIT 
analysis reveals it to be pure 
Vraxion. The Mandrels, dangerous 
though they are, became the victims 
of criminals who would savagely 
murder them for 
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f t was one of the few battles Dr 
Who ever lost. It was a tough war 
and the Dr Who team fought 
valiantly. After an early defeat at the 
beginning of the year a further 
campaign was undertaken in the spring 
enlisting new and powerful allies. In 
the end, however, the obstacles proved 
insurmountable and a final retreat 
was ordered. 

The above could easily read as a 
storyline for a fictional Dr Who adven¬ 
ture. Sadly, though, the scenario was 
all too real, and concerned events 
surrounding production of the six part 
Dr Who story, "Shada" which was to 
have been the last story of the 
previous season. 

"Shada" was a very lavish produc¬ 
tion with locations ranging from the 
beautiful Cambridge countryside to 
the sombre environment of a prison 
world. The story was written by 




"Hitch Hiker" creator Douglas Adams 
and directed by Pennant Roberts, 
known to Dr Who fans for his work on 
"The Face of Evil", "The Sun Makers" 
and "The Pirate Planet". 

In choosing an opening location for 
"Shada", Douglas Adams returned to 
his youth setting the serial in present 
day Cambridge University. Filming 
began early in October at Emmanuel 
College whose name would be changed 
to St Cedd's for the purposes of the 
story. Maximum use was made of the 
very picturesque surroundings 
including the college exteriors,. the 
Cam river -- with punts — and the 
town of Cambridge itself. The major 
chase sequence that would close 
episode two involved the Doctor, Tom 
Baker, in a hazardous bicycle ride at 
great speed through the winding 
streets of the town with cameo 


musical accompaniment by the Cam¬ 
bridge Choristers. 

Recalling the week of filming at 
the University, assistant K-9 operator, 
Stephen Cambden, remembered the 
problems Tom Baker encountered in 
trying to steer a punt. Tom Baker, 
very much a landlubber at heart, 
managed to move the punt in every 
conceivable direction except the one 
indicated by the Director! He spun it, 
pitched it and even jammed the pole 
into the river bed while Lalla Ward, a 
nervous passenger, prayed for deliver¬ 
ance! Stephen recounted that on the 
one occasion Tom did steer the punt 
in for a perfect landing the cameras 
were not rolling! 

Among the brilliant special effects 
designed by David Havard for "Shada" 
was the Think Tank globe - a perfect 
sphere which flew through the air 


towards its intended victim. As the 
sphere touched the head of its target it 
would drain all his or her knowledge 
into the tank and thence communicate 
it to Skagra. A very ingenious device 
was put together by Dave Havard to 
launch the sphere from Skagra's hand 
where it normally rested like some 
demonic witch's familiar. An electric 
car aerial was fitted to Christopher 
Neame's wrist. With the sphere 
properly positioned the globe could be 
made to glide smoothly into the air 
from its master's hand by activating 
the aerial motor. This eliminated any 
wobble and made the finished effect 
look very chilling. 

With work completed at Cam¬ 
bridge, the cast and crew returned to 
London to begin studio rehearsals for 
the three fortnightly .blocks of studio 
filming at the BBC's Television Centre 
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The many threads of "Shada's" 
devious plotline began to come 



together. 

"Shada" concerned a book, a very 
special book — the Law of Gallifrey. It 
was written in a language almost 
impossible to decipher. It was not just 
a book of reference, it held time travel 
secrets that in the wrong hands could 
do untold harm . .. The story involved 
a Time Lord called Salyavin who 
pocessed the ability to project his will 
into others and for his efforts he was 
branded a traitor by his people and 
sentenced to exile on the Time Lords' 
prison world. 

Centuries later Skagra, a mind thief, 
learning of the Book's existence began 
a fanatical drive to find it, knowing, 
that if successful, he could restructure 
the framework of the entire universe! 

Now the trail has led him to 
Cambridge where a bumbling absent- 
minded college professor named 
Chronotis would appear to know 
something of the Book's whereabouts. 
Somehow Chronotis has managed to 
summon the help of the Doctor and 
Romana to help him fight the evil 
megalomaniac. 

As events unfold it becomes clear 
that Chronotis is a retired Time Lord 
who came to Earth 300 years ago to 
spend his retirement teaching science 
at St Cedd's. 

Two students at the college become 
embroiled in the cosmic battle, Chris 
Parsons and his girl friend, Clare 
Keightly. Thrust into a situation 
totally outside their comprehension, 
they must survive the struggle between 
the Time Lords, Skagra, the mind¬ 
draining globe, invisible space-crafts 
and the thief's terrible guard monsters 
— the Krargs. Through it all one word 
is mutedly mentioned; that of Shada. 
Who is Shada? What is it? Where is it? 
And how does it effect the sinister 
plans of Skagra? 

Slowly the truth dawns. Shada was 
the prison world of the Time Lords — 
a floating rock in space whose 
existence was erased from the minds 
of the High Council by Salyavin. The 
representatives of evil are kept in 
eternal inprisonment: Zygons, 

Cybermen, the Daleks, and of course, 
Salyavin. 

The Doctor and company race to 
Shada, to beat the hunting Skagra, 
only to find Salyavin's cell empty. 
"Yes it would be" elucidates 
Chronotis, "You see I escaped centu¬ 
ries ago". Salyavin is Chronotis whose 
sole wish in life is to forget the terrible 
power granted to him. The Book 
revealed Shada's co-ordinates and now 
Skagra wants Salyavins's knowledge. 

In the final battle Skagra steals 
Salyavin's mind and prepares his plan 
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to dominate all things everywhere. 
Only the Doctor can stop him! 

"An epic story with something for 
everyone," said former producer 
Graham Williams, during one of the 
studio filming sessions. 

Sadly "Shada" was never 
completed. The second of the three 
filming blocks was dogged by indus¬ 
trial action at the BBC and the third 
had to be cancelled due to the 
commitments of other programmes 
needing studio time. The cans of 
completed tape were placed in the 
vaults anitthe 17th Dr Who season 
suffered a premature end' early in 
January. 


But with deadlines of paramount 
importance and with most Christmas 
programmes for 1980 already in hand, 
no slot could be found and the final 
cancellation instruction was given last 
June. 

To date "Shada" has been the only 
serial to have come so far in produc¬ 
tion and then cancelled, a sombre 
reminder of the tremendous pressures 
and problems that have to be dealt 
with in the making of as complex a 
series as Dr Who. 

A battle has been lost, but not the 
war! Dr Who is still alive and well and 
already the new season is proving a 
source of excitement to its eager fans. 
The score is still lost stories: 1 - 
shown stories: 109! 


Down but not defeated. Incoming 
Producer John Nathan-Turner saw the 
potential of "Shada" as a first rate 
story that might well be adapted as a 
special programme for screening at 
Christmas. According to Director 
Pennant Roberts, Douglas Adams was 
approached with the idea of pruning 
the story down to 100 minutes of tele¬ 
vision time. However one further 
filming session would still be needed 
to link the already shot footage 
together. 

John Nathan-Turner approached 
the television heads at the BBC with a 
request of a studio slot and for a while 
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LETHAL 

BARBECUE 

Turkish villager, Demper Cevik, 
won a £6 bet by eating a whole 
barbecued lamb. Ten minutes 
later he dropped dead! 
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PERFUMED 
SALAMI! 

The "futurist" poet Marinetti, a J 
fanatical fascist, created a new I 
style of cooking to celebrate the I 
new age which he believed had | 
begun when Mussolini became j 
dictator of Italy. One of his I 
recipes was salami sausage served I 
in hot black coffee, sprinkled j 
with eau de cologne. Doesn't 1 
that sound good? 
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RUNAWAY ZEBRA 

The San Francisco police chased I 
a zebra down a six-lane freeway . 
at 45mph. When stopped it 
kicked in two doors, smashed a 
mudguard, climbed on the I 
bonnet, chewed up the steering I 
wheel and bit two handlers I 
before being returned to the I 
Marine World Zoo! 
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Dear Dr Who Monthly, 

Lately I think that your marvel¬ 
lous comic has improved very much, 
due to the fact, I think, that you 
have started to print the old Dr 
Who adventures out of order. I have 
collected all your comics and I'm 
glad to hear that you're finally going 
monthly. Keep up the good work! 

Murray Healy, 
Crawley. 

Glad to hear that you appreciate 
the new look we have given the 
magazine. 


Dear Dr Who Monthly, 

I have just come back from my 
holiday and when I got home I ran up 
to the papershop as fast as I could and 
collected three Dr Who Weeklies, 
which had been especially reserved. I 
read them in order and when I saw 
that it was now a monthly I was very 
pleased. It is much, much, much.much 
better. 

One story that I liked very much 
was "Black Legacy", it was brilliant! 
Please congratulate the artist and writ¬ 
er. "Business as Usual" was good as 
well. 

Andrew O'Doud, 
Southampton. 

Glad you like the new monthly 
magazine, Andrew. "Black Legacy" 
and ",Business as Usual" were spine- 
chilling stories written by our new 
script-writer Alan Moore (no relation 
to Steve) and were just the thing to 
cheer you up at the end of a holiday! 


Dear Dr Who Monthly, 

In the first monthly issue of your 
magazine, the story "Star Tigers" 
(which is excellent) startled me, for in 
one of the pictures showing the streets 
of Paradise, a planet whose only pur¬ 
pose is to give pleasure, I was amazed 
to see a Cyberman in the background. 
Everyone knows that they are suppos¬ 
ed to be completely without emotion 
and would therefore have no need to 
go to a planet such as Paradise. 


The only explanation I could think 
of is that in the story "Ship of Fools", 
the planet that Kroton (the Cyberman 
with emotions) saw from the luxury 
liner was Paradise! 

Kenny Ashes, 
Liverpool. 

You're probably right, Kenny, so 
there's no need to worry about Kroton 
anymore. You have just given indis¬ 
putable proof that he's on the planet 
Paradise having the time of his 
emotional life! 



Dear Dr Who Monthly, 

I have been reading Marvel Comics 
for about a year and can safely say 
that Dr Who Monthly is the best, 
though in my opinion it could be a lot 
bigger. 

I am very glad that "City of Death" 
was repeated on the television as I had 
not seen the first two episodes. 

Paul Deacon, 
Bradford. 

Thank-you for your comments, 
Paul. We agree that such a great comic 
should have more pages, so keep 
watching ... we have a surprise in 
store for you in issue 47! 
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7CT rgolis, planet of the 
/4c* Leisure Hive, whose opu- 
JL aa lent interiors mask the 
horror of the radioactive waste¬ 
land outside. 

Centuries ago Argolis was laid 
barren by a war that lasted no 
longer than a single day. It was a 
war they brought upon them¬ 
selves and since that grim day the 
remaining population has main¬ 
tained its one legacy to the rest 
of the galaxy: the Hive. To the 
uninformed visitor, the Hive 
would appear to be little more 
than a glorified holiday camp. A 
recreational area among the 
many technological wonders of 
the Argolin race. The decor is 
pleasantly tasteful with helpful 
guides constantly patrolling the 
several towers that make up the 
complex. 

Appearances, though, can be 
deceptive. The Hive exists for a 
much subtler purpose. By indul- 















sve: The Tachyon Generator — pinnacle c 
tolin technology. Right: Pangot, son of th 
it ruler of Argotis. Bottom right: The Hiv 
itself, standing alone amid the radioactiv 
wasteland of Argoli; 
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ging in its many relaxational 
facilities a visitor is taught to 
appreciate what it is like to be 
"the foreigner" - to see himself 
as others would see him, so that 
he may emerge from the Hive 
with greater tolerance and under¬ 
standing for alien species. In this 
way the Argoli ns hope to erase 
prejudice which is, so often, the 
cause for needless death and 
destruction. 

The Hive is also the home of 
the experimental Tachyon 
Generator. A tachyon is a sub¬ 
atomic particle that travels faster 
than light therefore, theoreti¬ 
cally, it can arrive at its destina¬ 
tion before it left its origin. Its 
potentials in the realms of Time 
and Space are enormous and 
naturally any experiments in the 
fourth and fifth dimensions are 
bound to attract the attentions 
of the Doctor and his companion 
'Romana .. . 
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Regeneration gives Doctor a new nose 


Music accompaniment in Dr.Who 



A sly in-joke perpetrated by 
Dr Who writer Terrance 
Dicks was revealed recently 
by Canadian reader Lora 
Mackie concerning an 
apparently throw-away line 
in Tom Baker’s debut story 
“Robot”. During the 
previous five years, Jon 
Pertwee, the Doctor’s third 
incarnation had kept a wary 
eye on the angles he was 
filmed at by cameramen in 
the studio. If ever a luckless 
operator shot from too low 
a perspective Jon would 
complain that his nose was 
appearing “like a blasted 
double-barrelled shotgun”. 

When Terrance Dicks, 
who had been script-editor 
during the entire Pertwee 
era, came to write the 
opening Tom Baker story, 
he wrote a scene where the 


Doctor, examining his new 
face in a mirror, observed 
the reflection and with 
pride pointed out, “I think 
the nose is a definite 
improvement!” 

This though is still 
debatable. During a much 
earlier interview at Westfield 
College in 1976, Terrance 
pointedly observed how 
alike Tom Baker and Jon 
Pertwee were in certain 
physical respects. Aside 
from the prominent nose, 
both are of similar height, 
build and have mops of 
curly hair. Asked if this was 
deliberate planning by the 
Producer to smooth the 
regeneration, Terrance 
confessed it was not. It had 
been purely another case of 
“serendipity” - a happy 
accident. 


Quote of 
the month 

Doctor: You know, you’re a 
classic example of the 
inverse ratio between the 
size of the mouth and the 
size of a brain. 


Record 

Competition 

Watch out next month 
for an exciting opportunity 
to win a fabulous single 
record of Dr Who’s new 
theme music, arranged by 
Peter Howell of the BBC 
Radiophonic Workshop. 


Music, as John Williams of 
Star Wars and Superman 
fame has proved, provides 
the mood and atmosphere 
to any given production. It 
enhances whatever image 
the director is trying to put 
over to the audience, and in 
places it can replace the 
need for dialogue. 

Certainly incidental 
music has played a large 
part in Dr Who ever since 
Norman Kay’s eerie tinkling 
score introduced us to the 
TARDIS in its 1963 junk¬ 
yard location. 

Since then much of the 
music for Dr Who has been 
in the hands of Australian 
composer Dudley Simpson 
who has provided the series 
with some of its most 
memorable tunes, including 
the UNIT theme for “The 
Ambassadors of Death”, the 


six note theme for Roger 
Delgado’s Master and, 
latterly, the catchy music 
that accompanied the scenes 
in Paris for “The City of 
Death” - recently repeated. 

For this season much of 
the composing for the 
stories is in the. capable 
hands of Peter Howell of 
the BBC Radiophonic Work¬ 
shop. Peter already has 
many accolades to his name 
among which the pulse¬ 
pounding “Case for Ancient 
Astronauts” and the 
haunting “Greenwhich 
Chorus” pieces stand out. 
Several albums of radio¬ 
phonic music on the BBC 
Records label bear tracks by 
him, and on most of them 
he plays all the instruments 
— his favourite being the 
synthesiser. 


The Doctor to reside at 
MadameTussauds 


Since August 29th, K-9 
and the Doctor have taken 
their places amongst the 
other great personalities 
that reside at Madame 
Tussauds. 

The waxwork museum 
has had dealings with Dr 


Who in the past. In the 
first Auton story, “Spear¬ 
head from Space”, it was 
used as a location to film 
the scenes where several 
waxworks, in fact, plastic 
Autons, came to life! 


Mysterious disappearance 
of photo-file 


Ian Robinson queried the 
disappearance of the Photo¬ 
file from the pages of the 
Weekly. 

In fact the feature had 



almost come to a natural 
close as virtually all the 
regular actors and actresses 
from Dr Who had been 
covered. 


Weather 

A low trough to the 
outermost tip of the Crab 
Nebula will move slowly 
towards Alpha Centauri 
bringing meteor storms to 
all areas. The weather will 
continue unsettled with the 
chance of solar wind force 
24, in exposed places. 
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